St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
35 S. Green Street
Somonauk, IL 60552
815.498.3667

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

Noisy
Coin
Collection
(First Sunday of
every month)
9:45am
Worship
No Sunday
School

3

4
Esther
Circle
Meeting
9am

5
Committee
Meetings

MOG
Meeting
7pm

Worship 1:30
Confirmation
Resumes
January classes
at St. John’s
6:30-8pm

6
7
Bible
Study 9am

Worship
5pm

8
Worship
5pm

Missions/
Stewardship
Ministerial 8:30am
Meeting
Property 9am
9am

Birthdays
1-2 Doug Stahl
1-3 Charles Hoepe
Kyle Reuter
Stephen Kossak
Alexander Shoener
1-5 Dave Voss

1-6
1-7

Sunday, January 9th
8:30am
Sunday School Resumes
Adult Forum Resumes

Mag Rients
Neil Miller
Addyson Barnes

Anniversary
1-6 Michael & Nancy Maroscia

Remember in your prayers
Mary Carlson’s Aunt Jeannie, Gloria Cook, Lee Gehrke, Sharon Goode, Roger
Guehler & Jessica, Cheryl Hearn, Helen, Darleen Hozie, Mary Hooper, Mary
Ann Hulon, Barb Johnson, Ellie Kulton,
Linda Martin, Wendy Merkel, Neil Miller, Sharon Rhea’s son Jeff,
Mag Rients, Larry Rogers, Valerie Spizzirri’s son C.J., Susan Thomas,
Becky Vermeland, Barb Voss, Jackie Wendland, and Susan White.

Noisy Coin Collection this weekend.

Prelude
Welcome & Announcements
Please stand as you are able
Confession and Forgiveness
P:

C:
P:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who
sends the word with angels, who is made flesh
among all peoples, and who breathes peace on
all the earth.
Amen.
In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry
out for peace.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P:
C:

Holy God,
we confess our sin before you. We replace
compassion with competition. We seek
what is mighty while ignoring the meek.
We are quick to anger but slow to forgive.
We have not put on love in harmony with
you. Wrap us in the grace of your powerful
Word. Swaddle our hearts with your peace,
that all we do, in word or deed, may reflect
your love born among us. Amen.

P:

I bring you good news of great joy for all
people: God has come among us in the child
born of Mary, Christ the Lord. ☩ In Christ your
sins are forgiven and you are clothed in peace.
Amen.

C:

Gathering Hymn
O Come, All Ye Faithful
ELW 283
1

Refrain

O come, all ye faithful,
joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come and behold him,
born the king of angels:
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

2

The highest, most holy,
light of light eternal,
born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;
Son of the Father
now in flesh appearing! Refrain

3

Sing, choirs of angels,
sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God
in the highest: Refrain

4

Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n!
Word of the Father,
now in flesh appearing: Refrain

Greeting

P:
A:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P: Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with
the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace
empower us to reflect your light in all that we
do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Please be seated
A: The First Reading for this 2nd weekend of
Christmas comes from the Book of Jeremiah
Chapter 31 verses 7-14
7
Thus says the Lord:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O Lord, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
8
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the
north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the
earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
9
With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.

10

Hear the word of the Lord, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”
11
For the Lord has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for
him.
12
They shall come and sing aloud on the height of
Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of
the Lord,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
13
Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for
sorrow.
14
I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the Lord.
A
Word of God, Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.
A: The Psalm today is Psalm 147 verses 12-20
12
Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem;
praise your God, O Zion,
13
who has strengthened the bars of your gates
and has blessed your children within you.
14
God has established peace on your borders
and satisfies you with the finest wheat.
15
God sends out a command to the earth,
a word that runs very swiftly.
16
God gives snow like wool,
scattering frost like ashes.
17
God scatters hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand against God’s cold?
18
The Lord sends forth the word and melts them;

the wind blows, and the waters flow.
God declares the word to Jacob,
statutes and judgments to Israel.
20
The Lord has not done so to any other nation;
they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!
19

A: The Second Reading comes from Ephesians
Chapter 1 verses 3-14
3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he
chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world
to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus
Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6to
the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that
he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he
has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in
Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather
up all things in him, things in heaven and things on
earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to
his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first
to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of
his glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had
believed in him, were marked with the seal of the
promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to
the praise of his glory.
A: Word of God, Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand as you are able for the reading of the
Gospel.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 1st
Gospel: John 1:[1-9] 10-18
Chapter
[1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through
him, and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being 4in him was life, and the
life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
6
There was a man sent from God, whose name
was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the
light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was
coming into the world.]
10
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know
him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own
people did not accept him. 12But to all who received
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood
or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of
God.
14
And the Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s
only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to
him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He
who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he
was before me.’ ”) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the
only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has
made him known.
P: The Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you O Christ.
Please be seated

Children’s Sermon

Sermon
Hymn of the Day
Of the Father's Love Begotten
ELW 295
1

Of the Father's love begotten
ere the worlds began to be,
he is Alpha and Omega,
he the source, the ending he,
of the things that are, that have been,
and that future years shall see,
evermore and evermore.

2

Oh, that birth forever blessed,
when the virgin, full of grace,
by the Holy Ghost conceiving,
bore the Savior of our race,
and the babe, the world's redeemer,
first revealed his sacred face,
evermore and evermore.

3

This is he whom seers in old time
chanted of with one accord,
whom the voices of the prophets
promised in their faithful word;
now he shines, the long-expected;
let creation praise its Lord
evermore and evermore.

4

Let the heights of heav'n adore him;
angel hosts, his praises sing;
pow'rs, dominions, bow before him
and extol our God and King;
let no tongue on earth be silent,
ev'ry voice in concert ring
evermore and evermore.

5

Christ, to thee, with God the Father,
and, O Holy Ghost, to thee,
hymn and chant and high thanksgiving
and unwearied praises be:
honor, glory, and dominion,
and eternal victory
evermore and evermore! Amen.

Apostle’s Creed
P:
C:

God has made us his people through our
Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust
and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
P: Joining our voices with the heavenly host and
Christians throughout time and space, let us
pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.

A:

C:
A:

C:
A:

C:
A:

You make yourself known in the gift of language
in diverse forms. Make your church a place
where all methods of communication are celebrated. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Creating God, the sun greets us anew each
morning. Thank you for waking us up today to
witness and share your abundance. Awaken us
always to your wisdom and deepen our care for
your natural world. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Emmanuel, in your name we are assured that
you are with us. Help nations and peoples to
honor and respect one another, especially those
who have been mistreated, neglected, or oppressed. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You adopt us as your beloved ones. Accompany
us in our struggles. Sustain our family and
friends on our Prayer List:

Mary Carlson’s Aunt Jeannie, Gloria Cook, Lee Gehrke,
Sharon Goode, Roger Guehler & Jessica, Cheryl Hearn,
Helen, Darleen Hozie, Mary Hooper, Mary Ann Hulon,
Barb Johnson, Ellie Kulton, Linda Martin, Wendy Merkel,
Neil Miller, Sharon Rhea’s son Jeff, Mag Rients,
Larry Rogers, Valerie Spizzirri’s son C.J., Susan Thomas,
Becky Vermeland, Barb Voss, Jackie Wendland, and
Susan White. Tenderly embrace all in need. Merciful

God,
C: receive our prayer.

A:

C:
A:

C:
P:

C:

You journey with us through change. Guide
those who will be assuming new roles in this
congregation or making any transition. As the
seasons and the calendar change, equip us for
unexpected challenges. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
We give you thanks for all who modeled lives of
loving service. Lead us in your grace until, with
all your saints, we enter the fullness of your
glory. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us,
we commend these prayers to you, confident of
your grace and love made known to us in Jesus
Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
Please stand as you are able

The Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Eucharistic Prayer
P:

Gathered at and around the Lord’s table, we remember with thanksgiving that
“In the night in which he was betrayed, our
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: ‘Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.’
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: ‘This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.’”

The Lord’s Prayer
P
Let us pray together the words our Savior
gave us:
C: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
P: In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, come, see
what God makes known for you.
Please be seated.
The usher will direct you when to come forward for
Holy Communion.
Holy Communion is served
Communion Hymns
Please stand as you are able
Prayer after Communion
A: We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God
with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. As we
have shared this feast of love, strengthen us to
share your love with all the world. In Jesus’
name we pray.
C: Amen.
Blessing
P: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in
believing, so that we may abound in hope by
the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
ELW 288
1

Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
give ye heed to what we say:
Jesus Christ is born today;
ox and ass before him bow,
and he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today!
Christ is born today!

2

Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
now ye hear of endless bliss:
Jesus Christ was born for this!
He has opened heaven's door,
and we are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this!
Christ was born for this!

3

Good Christian friends, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice;
now ye need not fear the grave;
Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all
to gain the everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save!
Christ was born to save!

Dismissal
A: Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.
C: Thanks be to God.

Church office hours
Mon–Thurs 8:00am-4:00pm
Friday 8:00-12:00pm
Phone: 815-498-3667
Email: office@elcastjohns.com
Website http://elcastjohns.com
Facebook: stjohnslutheranchurchsomonauk
YouTube: https://youtu.be/IR8J2XJUrCM
Pastor Chris Schoon
Phone: 815-498-3810
Cell Phone: 815-768-7452
Email: pastor@elcastjohns.com

Worship Services:
Saturdays at 5:00pm
Sundays Sunday School 8:30am
Adult Forum 8:30am
Service 9:45am

No Sunday School
or Adult Forum
until
January 9, 2022
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