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There is a sign-up
sheet in the Welcome
Center. Please sign up
by February 27th

Bethany Lutheran Church invites you to the 2022 Ash Wednesday
"Annual" Prayer Breakfast on March 2, 2022. 10:00AM

We will be having fellowship along with breakfast/brunch in our Fellowship Hall at 10 a.m.
Please use the front door of the church (and not the side door, as our Preschool will be in session)
and go straight down the stairs to the fellowship hall. We have a lift for those who would like to
use it, for ease in going to the basement. We also have accessible restrooms in the fellowship hall.
Ash Wednesday worship is at 11 a.m. in the church sanctuary. Pastor, Bob Hansen, will be leading the communion worship service with a short homily, and the imposition of ashes.
If you could RSVP by February 27, that would be fantastic. However, we understand that things
are still "day to day" for many, and even if someone does not RSVP in advance, they are always
welcome to attend! We will have plenty of food!
Bethany is looking forward to seeing everyone as we begin our Lenten Journey.

On the website home page, click on the eGiving button to be directed to the
Vanco secure site where you can set up your account or log in to an existing
account.
Anywhere you see the QR code below, using your phone, open your camera and
zoom in on the code. You will be directed to Vanco secure site where you can set
up your account or log in to an existing account. The QR code will be in the
bulletins each week, Journals each month and on display in the Welcome Center.
If you need any assistance with the website, please let the office know.
If you have specific financial questions, please contact Mike Hamer.
http://elcastjohns.com

Lois Spizzirri had a partial hip replacement surgery after a fall and will receive
physical therapy while at Ottawa Pavilion. If you would like to send her a card or
a note, the address for Ottawa Pavilion is:
704 E. Glover St., Room 219
Ottawa, IL 61350
Offering 2/20/2022

Received

Rec’d YTD

General Fund

$3,429

$42,388

Capital Fund

$50

$1,079

LWR

$33

Vacation Bible School

20

Gloria Carroll (Wayne Karp’s sister), Gloria Cook, Lee Gehrke, Sharon Goode, Roger
Guehler & Jessica, Cheryl Hearn, Helen, The family of Darleen Hozie, Mary Hooper, Mary
Ann Hulon, Elfriede Korallus’ sister Anna, Linda Martin, Wendy Merkel, Neil Miller, Sharon
Rhea’s son Jeff, Mag Rients, Larry Rogers, Lynn Skrzypiec’s Brother-in-Law Dave, Lois
Spizzirri, Valerie Spizzirri’s son C.J., Barb Voss, Jackie Wendland, Cindy Westbrook’s niece,
and Susan White.

Living Lutheran Subscriptions are due.
If you have a subscription, please make your payment to the church as
“Living Lutheran Subscription” in the amount of $11.75.
If you do not have a subscription but would like one, please contact the office.

Prelude
Welcome & Announcements
Please stand as you are able
Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us,
redeems us, and calls us by name.
C: Amen.
P

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P:
C:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you and your
beloved children. We have turned our faces away
from your glory when it did not appear as we
expected. We have rejected your word when it made
us confront ourselves. We have failed to show
hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept
our repentance for the things we have done and the
things we have left undone. For the sake of Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us,
that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born
among us, and reflect your love for all creation.
Amen.

P:

Rejoice in this good news: In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are
forgiven. You are descendants of the Most High, adopted
into the household of Christ, and inheritors of eternal life.
Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
Amen.

C:

Gathering Hymn ELW

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
A: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P: Holy God, mighty and immortal, you are beyond our knowing,

C:

yet we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. Transform us
into the likeness of your Son, who renewed our humanity so
that we may share in his divinity, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Please be seated

A:

The First Reading for this Transfiguration weekend comes from
the Book of Exodus Chapter 34 verses 29-35
29

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the
mountain with the two tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did
not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking
with God. 30When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of
his face was shining, and they were afraid to come near him. 31But
Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the
congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with
them. 32Afterward all the Israelites came near, and he gave them in
commandment all that the Lord had spoken with him on Mount
Sinai. 33When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil
on his face; 34but whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak
with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out; and when he
came out, and told the Israelites what he had been
commanded, 35the Israelites would see the face of Moses, that the
skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face
again, until he went in to speak with him.

A:
C:

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

A:

Our Psalm today is Psalm 99

1

The Lord is king; let the people tremble.
The Lord is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth shake.
2
The Lord, great in Zion, is high above all peoples.
3
Let them confess God’s name, which is great and awesome;
God is the Holy One.
4
O mighty king, lover of justice, you have established equity;
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.
5
Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and fall down before God’s
footstool; God is the Holy One.
6
Moses and Aaron among your priests, and Samuel among
those who call upon your name, O Lord,
they called upon you, and you answered them,
7
you spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud;
they kept your testimonies and the decree that you gave them.
8
O Lord our God, you answered them indeed;
you were a God who forgave them,
yet punished them for their evil deeds.
9
Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and worship upon God’s holy
hill; for the Lord our God is the Holy One.
A: Our Second Reading comes from Second Corinthians
Chapter 3 beginning at verse 12 and ending at Chapter 4 verse 2
12

Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, 13not
like Moses, who put a veil over his face to keep the people of Israel
from gazing at the end of the glory that was being set aside. 14But
their minds were hardened. Indeed, to this very day, when they hear
the reading of the old covenant, that same veil is still there, since
only in Christ is it set aside. 15Indeed, to this very day whenever
Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds; 16but when one turns to
the Lord, the veil is removed. 17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18And all of us, with
unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a
mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree
of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit.

4:1

Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this
ministry, we do not lose heart. 2We have renounced the shameful
things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify
God’s word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend
ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God.

A:
C:

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel.
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 9th Chapter
C: Glory to you O Lord.
28

Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter
and John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. 29And
while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his
clothes became dazzling white. 30Suddenly they saw two men, Moses
and Elijah, talking to him. 31They appeared in glory and were
speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at
Jerusalem. 32Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with
sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the
two men who stood with him. 33Just as they were leaving him, Peter
said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three
dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not
knowing what he said. 34While he was saying this, a cloud came and
overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the
cloud. 35Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son,
my Chosen; listen to him!” 36When the voice had spoken, Jesus was
found alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any
of the things they had seen.

P:
C:

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon

Please be seated

Hymn of the Day ELW

Apostle’s Creed
P: God has made us his people through our Baptism into
Christ. Living together in trust and hope, we confess our
faith.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
P: The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance;
so we are bold to pray for the church, the world, and all
that God has made.
A:

C:

A brief silence.
Transform us by your greatness, O God. Send us down the
mountain to share joy with all people. Make us agents of
change, confident that your hope will vanquish despair and your
goodness will conquer evil. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

A:

C:
A:

C:
A:

The mountains and valleys sing your praise. Dazzle us with your
presence in every landscape: bluffs built by ancient glaciers,
canyons carved by flowing rivers, flat horizons with
uninterrupted views, and sands shaped by ocean tides. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

You love justice and establish equity. Strengthen leaders of local
governments, community nonprofits, and grassroots campaigns.
Bless them with gifts of integrity, creativity, and sound
conscience. Build up safe and joyful communities where all
people may thrive. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Heal those who are in distress especially our family and friends
on our Prayer List and those we name in our heart.

Gloria Carroll (Wayne Karp’s sister) Gloria Cook, Lee
Gehrke, Sharon Goode, Roger Guehler & Jessica, Cheryl
Hearn, Helen, the family of Darleen Hozie, Mary Hooper,
Mary Ann Hulon, The family of Barb Johnson, Elfrieda
Korallus’ sister Anna, Linda Martin, Wendy Merkel, Neil
Miller, Sharon Rhea’s son Jeff, Mag Rients, Larry Rogers,
Lynn Skrzypiec’s brother-in-law Dave, Lois Spizzirri, Valerie
Spizzirri’s son C.J., Barb Voss, Jackie Wendland, Cindy
Westbrook’s niece, and Susan White

C:
A:

C:

Give patience to those waiting for answers. Grant hope to those
who have reached the limits of treatment. Give compassionate
hearts to those who accompany loved ones through illness and
uncertainty. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Today we shout alleluia from the mountaintop; this week we
enter the wilderness of Lent. Bless all who prepare and lead us
in worship during this change of season: pastors, deacons,
musicians, and all who contribute to our worship life. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

P:
C:
P:
C:

Blessed are they who listened to Christ’s voice in this life and
now rest with him. Transform us from glory into glory, and give
us your peace, that we do not lose heart. God of grace,

hear our prayer

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we
lift these and all of our prayers to you in confidence and
faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
Please stand as you are able

The Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Eucharistic Prayer
P: Gathered at and around the Lord’s table, we remember with
thanksgiving that
“In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying:
‘Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.’
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave
it for all to drink, saying: ‘This cup is the new covenant in
my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.’”
The Lord’s Prayer
P: Let us pray together the words our Savior gave us:
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and enough
for all.
Please be seated.
The usher will direct you when to come forward
for Holy Communion.
Holy Communion is served

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The Lord’s Supper (Communion) at this congregation is practiced as
an open table; those who commune at other Christian churches are
welcomed and encouraged to participate. The belief of this
congregation is that: “Participation in the Lord’s Supper is the
reception of ‘The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ given with
bread and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us to eat and drink.’
We hold that a person is well prepared and worthy who believes
these words, ‘Given and shed for you for the remission of sins.’”
Those who do not commune may come forward for a blessing, for all
are loved by God.

Communion Hymns
Please stand as you are able
Prayer after Communion
We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on
the abundance of your house. Send us to bring good news
and to proclaim your favor to all, strengthened with the
richness of your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ
C: Amen
Blessing
P: God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who
rejoices over you, and who calls you by name, ☩ bless your
going out and your coming in, today and forever.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn ELW 866

Dismissal
A: Go with Christ into a weary world to share the Good News.
C: Thanks be to God.

Church office hours
Mon–Thurs 8:00am-4:00pm
Friday 8:00-12:00pm
Phone: 815-498-3667
Email: office@elcastjohns.com
Website: http://elcastjohns.com
Facebook: stjohnslutheranchurchsomonauk
YouTube: https://youtu.be/IR8J2XJUrCM
Pastor Chris Schoon
Phone: 815-498-3810
Cell Phone: 815-768-7452
Email: pastor@elcastjohns.com

Worship Services:
Saturdays at 5:00pm
Sundays
Sunday School 8:30am
Adult Forum 8:30am
Service 9:45am
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